COMMUNITY FUND
PEEBLESSHIRE YOUTH TRUST – OUR GROUP
Since October 2020, PYT have hosted three group activities for our young people; in October
we visited a local farm, to meet some farm animals and learn about farming and animal
husbandry; in November we held a torchlight walk in Peebles, also playing fun games in the
dark; and in December, we held a Christmas craft activity via Zoom.
Each session had approximately 12 young people attend, from primary schools across
Tweeddale, and some Peebles High School pupils.
The farm visit was, for many young people, the first outing that they had experienced with
their peers since lockdown, which was crucial in them regaining some sense of normality
and reduce the social isolation that had been experienced by many of them during
lockdown. The torchlight walk enabled some of our newly supported young people to join in
(Primary 6 pupils that first attended our Achieve Your Potential workshops in October),
which was great to develop and maintain the new friendships that they had established at
our workshops. This is an important part of our group work as it allows young people from
different primary schools to interact on a regular basis, which is very beneficial to
supporting a positive transition for them from primary to secondary school. December saw
a tightening of the Covid restrictions again; fortunately we had planned for our Christmas
craft session to be run online, so it was able to go ahead, and again, we observed many
children enjoy engaging with each other during the session.
So far, we have been able to utilise some of the funding from the Community Grant to cover
expenditure such as refreshments provided at the outings, a donation to the farm that
hosted us, volunteer expenses for adults that assisted with delivery, cost of materials for the
craft activity, and postage for the craft packs/refreshments sent to online participants.
During ongoing restrictions, we will continue to offer monthly sessions via Zoom, to
continue the positive interactions between our young people, and to help minimise
problems associated with poor emotional wellbeing and isolation, which unfortunately are
often apparent during the school closures. In this way, the funding received for Our Group is
more important than ever at present. We also look forward to developing a more varied
programme of activities around the local area once restrictions ease.

